
 

April 22, 2008 
 

 

Celebrating Earth Day  
& California’s Climate Change Leadership 

 
 

To mark Earth Day 2008, I delivered the Assembly Democratic Weekly 
Radio Address.  Here’s some of what I had to say: 
 
 

As our state celebrates Earth Day, I would like to extend a sincere thank to 
everyone making an effort to help protect our state’s natural resources.  
Whether recycling more or driving less, installing compact fluorescent light 
bulbs or disposing of used oil properly, Californians are learning it’s easy to 
live more sustainably every day. 
 

Along with what you’re doing to live green, your state government is also 
trying to do its part to maintain California’s legacy as a champion of the 
environment and an innovator of new technologies—and we’re creating jobs 
in the process.   
 
 

To listen to the address, click here.  Continuing with the Earth Day theme in 
this issue of the eNews Update, you can also check out the environmental 
legislation I’m carrying this year, info about the “green” restaurateur I named 
Woman of the Year, and a plug for the special presentation on climate 
change at this year’s Fred Keeley Lecture Series at UC Santa Cruz. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Laird Environmental 
Legislation Update:  
 

Water Conservation  
(AB 2175) 
 

Water Recycling  
(AB 2270) 
 

Climate Change Planning  
(AB 2432) 
 

State Land Acquisitions  
(AB 2455) 
 

Renewable Energy 
(AB 2466) 
 

Fishery Management  
(AB 2532) 
 

Time-of-Sale Energy Audits  
(AB 2678) 
 

Williamson Act Improvements  
(AB 2921) 
 

Wilderness Land  
(AB 2945) 
 

Underground Storage Tanks  
(AB 2990) 
 

Read the press release. 
 

To learn more about John’s bills, 
click here. 
 

 

State Budget Crisis 
 

California’s budget problem 
continues to grow, with new 
estimates putting the deficit at as 
much as $14 billion.   To bridge 
the gap, I have called for a 
balanced mix of new revenues 
and cuts, not the proposed cuts-
only budget. 
 



 
 

Press Release: “Green” Restaurateur Named Woman of the Year 
 

SACRAMENTO – Assemblymember John Laird (D-Santa Cruz) named “green” 
restaurateur Cindy Walter, of Pacific Grove, Woman of the Year for the 27th 
Assembly District.  Walter and her husband own Passionfish restaurant, the first 
officially “green” restaurant in Monterey County. 
 

“Cindy Walter is a key part of why the Monterey Bay area has developed a 
strong reputation for leadership on sustainability, especially with regard to 
seafood and sound fishing practices,” said Assemblymember Laird.  “Cindy 
helped launch the sustainable seafood movement, co-owns the first ‘green’ 
restaurant in the area and has advocated for a ban on non-recyclable products.” 
 

Read the full press release. 
Read about Cindy in the Monterey Herald. 

 

 

Light Brown Apple Moth Update 
 

Press Release: Laird LBAM Legislation Passes Assembly Ag Committee 
 

SACRAMENTO – At a packed hearing of the Assembly Agriculture Committee 
that was highlighted by approximately 350 public comments of support, the 
Committee passed two pieces of legislation authored by Assemblymember John 
Laird (D-Santa Cruz) related to the Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) 
controversy. 
 

“I’m pleased these two pieces of legislation are moving forward because public 
confidence is at issue,” said Assemblymember Laird.  “We need to back up and 
walk through each outstanding issue in a science-based, clear way using 
neutral third party experts.”   
 

Read the full press release. Watch clips from the committee hearing. 
-- -- -- 

The State completed its review of health complaints from the spraying that took 
place last fall in Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties. 
 

Read the report here.  Read John Laird’s response here. 
-- -- -- 

Congressmember Sam Farr has weighed in on the LBAM issue by asking key 
questions of USDA.  Read his press release and the related Laird letter to Mr. 

To help ensure your voice is 
heard throughout the budget 
process, you can take action by 
visiting this Website. 
 

For more info about the state 
budget, click here. 
 

Read my recent Op-Eds. 
 

View my recent statements on 
budget cuts, the yacht tax 
loophole and the proposed oil 
tax. 
 
 

John in the District 
 

4/24 Cabrillo College Activities 
Center Grand Opening, Aptos 
 

5/2 Monterey Bay Central Labor 
Council Awards Dinner, 
Monterey 
 

5/8 Homeless Services Center 
Soupline Dinner, Santa Cruz 
 

5/9 Assn of CA Water Agencies 
Conference, Monterey 
 

5/16 Health Improvement 
Partnership of SC County 
Forum, Santa Cruz 
 
 

Please Join John at the 
4th Annual Fred Keeley 
Lecture Series 
 

Climate Scientist Dr. Benjamin 
Santer will give a Special 
Presentation on Climate 
Change. 
 

Dr. Santer is key contributor to 
the Scientific Assessment 
Reports of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, which 
shared the 2007 Nobel Peace 
Prize with Al Gore. 
 

May 8, 2008, 7:30pm at the 
UCSC Media Theater 
 

More info: 
www.steps.ucsc.edu  
 
 

Santa Cruz County 
Office 
701 Ocean Street, 318-B 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
831-425-1503 (tel) 
831-425-2570 (fax) 
 

Monterey/Santa Clara 
County Office 



 

Farr.  
-- -- -- 

Here’s the latest third-party review of the State’s LBAM eradication plans: 
 

The Harder-Rosendale Report 
 

The Knepp-Haferman Report 
 

Dr. James Carey’s testimony before the Assembly Ag Committee 
-- -- -- 

For the latest from the California Department of Agriculture, click here. 
 

For more on the LBAM issue, including information from John Laird, the CDFA, 
the USDA, Congressmember Sam Farr, and much more, click here. 
 

For latest news clips, click here. 
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with “Subscribe” in the subject line to Assemblymember.Laird-newsletter@assembly.ca.gov.  If you would prefer to 
not receive email updates, please respond with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 
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